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Talks With North Korea Begin April 23

State Department spokesman discusses North 
Korea, Iraq, April 21

 By Jane Morse
 Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Representatives of the United States, 
China and North Korea will hold talks in Beijing April 
23 to 25 on North Korea’s nuclear weapons program, 
says Richard Boucher, the State Department spokes-
man.

At the April 21 daily State Department briefing, 
Boucher said the United States intends “to conduct 
serious talks on the situation created by North Korea’s 
pursuit of nuclear weapons.”

The U.S. interagency delegation for those talks has 
already departed Washington and is on its way to 
Beijing, he said. The delegation is being headed by 
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs James Kelly.

Deputy Director General Li Gun from the American 
Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will 
head the North Korean delegation, Boucher said, and 
Director General for Asian Affairs in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Fu Ying will head the Chinese delega-
tion.

“North Korea’s pursuit of nuclear weapons is a matter 
of a great concern to the entire international commu-
nity,” Boucher said, “and especially to countries in 
the region, all of whom are interested in participating 
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directly in the talks. We believe that inclusion of others 
in multilateral talks -- South Korea and Japan, above all 
-- would be essential for reaching agreement on substan-
tive issues.”

Boucher expressed U.S. appreciation for China’s efforts 
“to achieve the international community’s shared goal of 
a peaceful and stable Korean peninsula free of nuclear 
weapons.”

China, he said, will be an active participant in this “ini-
tial discussion” of North Korea’s nuclear program. The 
spokesman said the “broader interests of the international 
community” would be represented in these talks. But 
he added: “We’ll keep pushing for inclusion [of Japan 
and South Korea], but at this point I’m not aware of any 
assurances from the North Korean side. These are initial 
discussions. We’ll see how things evolve.”

Boucher emphasized that the foremost concern of the 
United States is to achieve a “verifiable and irreversible 
end” to North Korea’s nuclear weapons programs. But he 
also noted that the United States is not prepared to offer 
any inducements to North Korea to try to achieve that 
goal.

“The situation created by these nuclear weapons pro-
grams has meant that North Korea has lost out on many 
of the opportunities it could have expected, lost out on 
the kind of approach that we have been willing to take,” 
the spokesman said. “The issue that we will be ad-
dressing is how North Korea can correct that situation, 
how North Korea can verifiably and irreversibly end its 
nuclear weapons programs.”

On Iraq, Boucher reiterated the U.S. call to end U.N. 
economic sanctions.

“In the view of the United States, as the president has 
said, Iraq is now liberated, and the United Nations should 
lift sanctions,” the spokesman said.

The U.N. Security Council, he noted, has “the indepen-
dent authority to lift sanctions by means of a new resolu-
tion whenever it believes it’s appropriate to do so. I think 
each member of the council now has the chance to look 
at the facts ... and the responsibility to look clearly at the 
facts on the ground.”

Now that the regime of Saddam Hussein is gone, “we 
don’t need the sanctions, we don’t need the same kind of 
controls,” Boucher said. Iraqis, he said, “need to be put 

in charge of their resources and allowed to do what they 
want with them.”

U.S. Aid to Iraq So Far Nearly $600 Million, 
Natsios Says

Much of the funding goes to U.N. agencies
By Kathryn McConnell
 Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The United States so far has spent nearly 
$600 million on humanitarian assistance and reconstruc-
tion efforts for Iraq, says U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) Administrator Andrew Natsios.

More than $500 million of that amount has gone to 
United Nations agencies -- such as the World Food 
Program (WFP), World Health Organization (WHO) and 
U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) -- for emergency relief, 
he added.

Speaking to reporters April 21 at the State Department’s 
Foreign Press Center, Natsios said internationally 
recognized nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) so 
far have received approximately $25 million in USAID 
funding for work in Iraq.

Natsios said dredging of the Iraqi harbor at Umm Qasr 
is expected to be completed by around May 1, allowing 
larger ships with food aid and other supplies to dock. A 
large ship with U.S. food aid is expected to dock in Al 
‘Aqabah, Jordan, in the next few days and the food will 
be trucked to the Jordan-Iraq border, he said.

A top reconstruction priority in Iraq is repairing the 
county’s electrical power plants so water and sanitation 
can be restored, as well as street lighting to help reduce 
looting, Natsios said.

The poor water situation in Iraq is not the result of the 
war, Natsios said. He said that for more than 15 years, 
Iraq’s Baath party has failed to properly maintain water 
plants, causing an increase in child death rates in some 
parts of the country. Iraq’s child mortality rate is now 
higher than India’s, he said.
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Natsios said the $2,500 million in additional U.S. spend-
ing in the current fiscal year for aid to Iraq is entirely a 
gift of the people of the United States and is not connect-
ed to the estimated $13,000 million in Saddam Hussein 
regime assets frozen in a U.N. trust fund. Most people in 
the United States understand that once an effort has been 
made to remove a “repressive regime” from a country, 
there must be an investment to rehabilitate the country 
and ensure the regime does not return, he said.

Other donors have pledged $1,300 million in assistance, 
all of which is being coordinated by the United Nations, 
Natsios said. Australia, Canada, China, Croatia, the 
European Commission, France, Germany, India, Ire-
land, Japan, South Korea, Kuwait, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Russia, Spain, Taiwan and the United 
Kingdom already have contributed $713 million in funds 
or supplies, according to an April 18 USAID fact sheet.

The World Bank at its spring meetings April 12-13 
agreed to soon send assessment teams to Iraq to deter-
mine the country’s needs in each of several sectors such 
as water, sanitation, health and education, Natsios noted.

USAID expects its involvement in rebuilding Iraq to last 
only 1-2 years as compared to an expected 10-20 years 
in Afghanistan. Iraq, he noted, was a developed country 
and at one time had a large middle class.

One of the first things USAID will do in Iraq will be to 
distinguish, with the help of people at the village and 
neighborhood levels, between “competent technocrats” 
-- doctors, lawyers and engineers -- who may have been 
forced to join the Baath party in order to keep their jobs, 
and party members who committed atrocities. Good 
technical people will be essential to the rebuilding ef-
forts, he said.

During questioning, Natsios said he expects USAID’s 
major contractors will award many subcontracts to 
regional firms.

USAID’s efforts in Iraq will not diminish its work in 
Sudan or other African nations, he added. But, he said, 
before reconstruction in Sudan can begin, the people of 
that country must reach a peace settlement.

U.S. Names Head of Iraq Agriculture 
Reconstruction Efforts

Businessman will serve as a senior ministry advisor

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has named 
a Washington-based agribusinessman to head the depart-
ment’s agriculture reconstruction efforts in Iraq.

In an April 21 press release, USAID said that as senior 
ministry advisor for agriculture, Dan Amstutz, “will help 
us achieve our national objective of creating a demo-
cratic and prosperous Iraq while at the same time best 
utilize the resources of our farmers and food industry in 
the effort, both in the interim and for the longer term.”

USDA is one of several U.S. agencies that will help 
rebuild Iraq’s political system, the release noted. Others 
include the departments of Defense, Health and Human 
Services, Interior, Treasury, Justice, and State; the Office 
of Management and Budget; the Army Corps of Engi-
neers; and the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), the release said.

Following is the text of the USDA press release:

AMSTUTZ NAMED TO LEAD U.S. AGRICULTURAL 
RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS IN IRAQ

WASHINGTON, April 21, 2003 -- Agriculture Secretary 
Ann M. Veneman today named Dan Amstutz to lead the 
U.S. Government’s agriculture reconstruction efforts in 
Iraq. Amstutz will serve as senior ministry advisor for 
agriculture in the rebuilding effort and will coordinate 
the U.S. Government activities in the sector.

“We are extremely pleased to be able to draw upon 
someone with Dan Amstutz’s background and experience 
for this extremely important task,” said Veneman.  “He 
will help us achieve our national objective of creating a 
democratic and prosperous Iraq while at the same time 
best utilize the resources of our farmers and food indus-
try in the effort, both in the interim and for the longer 
term.”

USDA has a key role in the U.S. Government’s overall 
efforts to create a democratic, market driven economy in 
Iraq.  Numerous experts in a wide variety of fields from 
both the USDA and the private sector will assist in the 
effort.  Amstutz will serve as a liaison between Secretary 
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Veneman and military officials overseeing the rebuilding 
effort.

Amstutz will join other U.S. Government representatives 
in the region immediately and will coordinate activities 
with coalition partners.  He is president of Amstutz and 
Company, a Washington, D.C.-based consulting prac-
tice, specializing in agribusiness and international trade 
issues.

Amstutz’s career has spanned both the private sector and 
government giving him wide familiarity with markets, 
international commerce and government programs fa-
cilitating economic development.  He has had extensive 
experience in managing organizations and with commod-
ity merchandising and international trading. He has held 
positions with Cargill; Goldman, Sachs and Company; 
the International Wheat Council and North American 
Export Grain Association.  In government, he served 
as USDA Under Secretary for International Affairs and 
Commodity Programs from 1983 to 1987 and then as 
Ambassador and chief negotiator for agriculture during 
the Uruguay Round General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) talks in 1987-1989.

USDA is among several federal agencies sending of-
ficials to the region to help rebuild the Iraqi political 
system, restart key government agencies and restore 
many sectors of the economy.  Others include the depart-
ments of Defense, Health and Human Services, Interior, 
Treasury, Justice and State and the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
U.S. Agency for International Development.

U.S. Helping Finance Project in Caribbean to 
Counter Global Warming 

Climate-change project will aid 12 Caribbean 
nations

Washington -- The United States is helping finance a 
project in conjunction with the World Bank’s Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) to counter the destructive 
effects of global warming in the Caribbean.

The “Mainstreaming Adaptation to Climate Change Proj-
ect” will benefit 12 small island and low-lying countries 

in the region, the Bank said in an April 18 statement.  
Those countries are: Antigua & Barbuda, the Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, 
St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & the Grena-
dines, and Trinidad and Tobago.

The Bank said that throughout the Caribbean region, 
global warming is expected to cause significant changes 
both in sea temperatures and sea levels, and to intensify 
extreme weather events such as floods, heavy rains, and 
hurricanes.  As a result, both natural ecosystems and 
man-made projects will be at increased risk.  The project 
helps Caribbean nations plan how to counteract these 
climate changes.

The project is being financed by a $5-million grant from 
the GEF, to be administered by Caricom (the Caribbean 
Community trading bloc).  That money is supplemented 
by grants of $800,000 from the United States, $2 million 
from Canada, and $3.15 million from Caricom govern-
ments.

The United States is engaged in a number of other activi-
ties to protect the Caribbean.  For instance, the U.S. 
Coast Guard-led federal Caribbean Regional Response 
Team in Puerto Rico provides oil-spill response and 
response-training capability to the wider Caribbean re-
gion, while the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration supports projects in fisheries and marine-
protected areas.

Another initiative, the U.S.-led “White Water to Blue 
Water” partnership, supports the management of water-
sheds and marine ecosystems, with help from the private 
sector and non-governmental organizations. 
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